UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM (UNEP) REPORT 2022-2025
of the
BRAHMA KUMARIS WORLD SPIRITUAL UNIVERSITY (BKWSU)

Introduction

Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University (BKWSU) is a worldwide spiritual
movement dedicated to reaffirming the dignity and worth of humanity and
world renewal. It has its Spiritual Headquartersin Mt. Abu, Rajasthan, India.
Foundedin 1936, itcomprisesa worldwide network of centersin 117 countries.
Accredited to UNEPin 2014

Aims and Purposes

General: Brahma Kumaris view this time as-pivotal and transformational: We
contribute spiritual wisdom to the Sustainable Development Agenda, focusing
on peace, dignity, harmony with nature, reducing poverty and hunger,
fostering inclusive and caring attitudes in women and men, and empowering
youth to shape our shared future

Environmental Issues: Consciousness and awareness are at the root of our
actions and therefore at the root of the current environmental crisis. Our
contribution is in consideringissues such as climate change, biodiversity and
desertification in a spiritual framework, highlighting the spiritual dimensions of
the decisions facing UN member states. We believe that expanding the
conversation to include the inner dimensions will ultimately transform the
quality of the conversation and the possible agenda for actionamong
stakeholders. To bring stability, resilience and compassionate action on a
global scale we need to develop widespread capacity for a shift in awareness
and consciousness through silent reflection and meditation.

Participation in meetings of the United Nations

We attend UN conferences, prep-coms, commissions, present oral and written
statements, host parallel events, work with NGO committees and caucuses.



UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM (UNEP)

Participated in the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) and Open-
ended Committee of Permanent Representatives (OECPR)sessions held in
Nairobi, Kenya:

OECPR-5 and UNEA-5.2, 28 February - 2 March 2022. Adopting 13
resolutions and a Ministerial Declaration, including the landmark resolution
to initiate a legally binding global plastics treaty. The Brahma Kumaris were
present both in person and online, representing the Brahma Kumaris and at
the closing plenary, reading an Interfaith Statement on behalf of faith leaders
in the role of co-facilitator of the Faith and Environment Working Group of
UNEP's Major Group of Children and Youth.

OECPR-6 and UNEA-6, February 19 — March 1, 2024 submitted written
interventions on draft resolutions covering land degradation, sustainable
lifestyles, and circular economy.

Theme of Assembly "Effective, inclusive and sustainable multilateral actions to
tackle climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution.” The Assembly
concluded with the adoption of 15 resolutions and 2 decisions, along with a
Ministerial Declaration.

Engagement: The Brahma Kumaris delegation observed negotiations during
the OECPR-6 preparatory meeting (19-23 February) and submitted written
interventions on draft resolutions covering land degradation, sustainable
lifestyles, and circular economy — highlighting the importance of values-
based approaches, community-led conservation, agroecological practices, and
the profound impact of human awareness on the planet. They also
participated in daily Major Groups and Stakeholders meetings and the 20th
Global Major Groups and Stakeholders Forum (GMGSF), as well as the Faith
for Earth Coalition networking event.

Side Event: 29 February, 2024, the Brahma Kumaris spoke on a panel: "Why
Faith Matters in Multilateralism to Combat Climate Change Impacts,
Biodiversity Loss, and Plastic Pollution" Organized by the Catholic Youth
Network for Environmental Sustainability in Africa (CYNESA).



Conference engagement: BK Representative presented the Brahma Kumari
engagement across multilateral forums, emphasizing interfaith activities as a
means to amplify the voice of faith and advocate for values and ethics in
policymaking. Showcased Brahma Kumari projects as examples of
implementing multilateral agreements, including solar energy research, yogic
agriculture, the Raj Rishi Gokul Village holistic rural development project, and
the youth-led KalpTaruh program.

More information can be found here: https://eco.brahmakumaris.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024 /03 /REPORT-Brahma-Kumaris-@-UNEA-6.pdf

OECPR-7 and UNEA-7, 1-12, December 2025: Theme of Assembly:
"Advancing sustainable solutions for a resilient planet.”" UNEA-7 adopted a
Ministerial Declaration along with 11 resolutions and 3 decisions, addressing
the triple planetary crisis, ecosystem protection (coral reefs and glaciers),
climate resilience, circular economy, pollution, antimicrobial resistance, and
the responsible use of emerging technologies including Al

The Brahma Kumaris delegation observed negotiations, joined the GMGSF-21,
participated in and co-organized key events, and engaged delegates
throughout using values-based cards depicting animals and plants to inspire
reflection on resilience, cooperation, and balance.

6 December 2025 held the first Interfaith Talanoa Dialogue with more than 80
conference participants from diverse countries and faith traditions. Held at
the Brahma Kumaris Serve Africa Retreat Center in Nairobi.

Side Event Inner Strength & Ethical Leadership: Driving Change for a Resilient
Planet” Hosted by the Brahma Kumaris in the Green Room during OECPR-7
week. Panelists shared diverse lived experiences of values-driven action,
from renewable energy and community environmental work to youth
leadership and humanitarian relief. The event concluded with a meditation.

The full program is available on YouTube@ecobrahmakumaris.

Participants later shared reflections with UNEP and the press, emphasizing
the value of safe, faith-led spaces, ethics-based discussions, and love and
respect for Mother Earth as guides to sustainable decision-making. The
dialogue also raised the potential of a future Faith Leaders' Informal Summit



to strengthen collaboration between member states and faith communities.
Two press articles covered the event, and a full Reflections and Insights
document was published.

More information can be found here: https://eco.brahmakumaris.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/01/2025-BK-Report-UNEA-7-Nairobi.pdf

Youth Environment Assembly (YEA).

YEA 2022, 19-20 and 26-27 February, 2022.
Stockholm Environment Institute. More than 100 local youth and 70
international youth participated in the four-day assembly.

Workshop: Brahma Kumaris delegates hosted a workshop for all participants
on “Climate Anxiety to Climate Action.” The Brahma Kumaris, in
partnership with CYNESA and ACT Alliance, also organised the closing event
of the YEA — a reflective walk in the Karura Forest with 63 international
delegates.

YEA-25, 29-30 November 2025

Youth engagement was a strong thread throughout UNEA-7. Brahma Kumaris
youth delegates represented the Brahma Kumaris at the two-day— the largest
youth gathering in UNEP history, with over 1,100 in-person participants from
more than 110 countries. Braham Kumaris representatives met in person with
colleagues from the Faith for Earth Youth Council they had been collaborating
with virtually for 15 months. At the "Youth for Values and the Planet” event,
the Brahma Kumaris offered a closing meditation reflection, bringing a
spiritual dimension to discussions on inner resilience, mindfulness, and
values-based leadership.

The YEA concluded with youth delegates presenting a Global Youth
Declaration to UNEA-7 leadership at the Closing Plenary as the official youth
input into UNEA-7 negotiations.



UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE
(UNFCCC)

As an Observer Organization to (UNFCCC) participated annually in United
Nations Conference of Parties (COP): attended sessions, wrote statements,
held press conferences and sponsored parallel events and Exhibitions:
COP27, 6 -20 November, 2022, Sharm-El-Sheik, Egypt; COP28, 30 November -
12 December 2023, Dubai, UAE; COP29, 11-22 November 2024, Baku,
Azerbaijan. COP30, 10-23 November 2025, Belem, Brazil.

Introduction of three new initiatives at COP:

1) Brahma Kumaris Climate Wisdom Studio: interviewing scientists, politicians,
activists, people of faith viewed on four Youtube and Facebook platforms.

2) Radio Madhuban Press Room - Press accreditation by our partner Radio
Madhuban .

3) The Faith Pavilion COP28 was the first time, there was a Faith pavilion located
in COPs. The Muslim Council of Elders and UNEP Faith for Earth were the
main organizers, along with other organizations including the Brahma
Kumaris; the Interfaith Center for Sustainable Development; the Episcopal
Diocese of California; the Peace Department, the International Partnership on
Religion and Sustainable Development (PaRD); and over 50 faith
organizations.

The Faith Pavilion served as a collaborative platform at the climate conference,
bringing together faith-based organizations, Indigenous representatives,
policymakers, and civil society to support more holistic and inclusive climate
action. It aimed to strengthen the role of spiritual and ethical values in climate
negotiations, increase the visibility of faith-led environmental initiatives, and
foster dialogue across sectors. The Pavilion also provided a space for
reflection, intercultural exchange, and multifaith engagement, recognizing the
important role that faith communities play in shaping values, inspiring action,
and advancing climate solutions.

Examples of programs organized by the Brahma Kumaris:

6 December, 2023: “Visionary Leadership for the Transition to Clean
Technology”; 13 November, 2024: “How Women’s Leadership can Achieve
Climate Justice”; 18 November, 2024: Just Transition to a Sustainable Food
System in Communities”



UNFCCC Subsidiary Body (SBs) Mid-Term Meetings, Bonn, Germany
Brahma Kumaris hosted side events and press conferences at the annual
UNFCCC mid-term conference in Bonn, Germany: SB56, 6-16 June 2022; SB58,
5-15 June 2023; SB60, 3-13 June 2024; SB62, 16-26 June 2025.

UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

As an observer organization to the United Nations Convention on Biological
Diversity, participated bi-annually to the United Nations Conference of Parties
(COP):COP 15, Montreal Canada - December 6-19 2022 and COP 16, Cali
Colombia, 21 October — 1 November, 2024. Attended sessions and sponsored
parallel events and exhibitionsin COPs including at the Communication,
Education and Public Awareness (CEPA) Fair; the Nature Positive Pavilion and
Faith Pavilion.

October, 2024. Faith leaders from the Faith for Biodiversity Coalition
coordinated by Gopal Patel, had opportunity to meet with Astrid Schomaker,
Executive Secretary to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION (UNCCD)
Brahma Kumaris an accredited observer organization to United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) participated in the bi-annual
Conference of Parties (COP) attended sessions and sponsored parallel events
and exhibitions contributing to the global dialogue on addressing
desertification, land degradation and drought. At UNCCD15, Abidjan, Cote
d’lvoire, 9-21 May 2022, under the theme “Land. Life. Legacy: From Scarcity to
Prosperity.” The Brahma Kumaris facilitated a ten-minute guided meditation
during the Civil Society Organization (CSO) Open Dialogue Session in the
Plenary Hall.

UNCCD COP16, held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, from 2-13 December 2024,
themed “Our Land. Our Future.” During COP16, the Brahma Kumaris
contributed through side events, youth and women-focused dialogues, daily
meditation sessions, and by co-hosting events in the Inspired by Faith
Pavilion, and Restoration Pavilion which brought together faith communities
to support land restoration and drought resilience through spiritual values



and collaborative action. The Brahma Kumaris message emphasized that
restoring the land begins with restoring human consciousness and values.

UNITED NATIONS WATER CONFERENCE, New York, March 22-25 2023

The last UN convened Water Conference was held in Mar del Plata in
Argentina in 1977 (47 years ago). Participation of Brahma Kumaris UN
representatives was an opportunity to learn about the status of water in the
world (SDG 6).

Parallel Event: 25 March, 2023 held at the Tzu Chi Center, New York City:
Brahma Kumaris delegate Juan Milling spoke on a panel called “Eco Affinity:
Water and Climate Activism through Contemplative and Faith-Based Practice”

UNITED NATIONS OCEAN CONFERENCES (UNOC)

UNOC2: Lisbon, Portugal, 27 June - 1 July 2022. The conference aimed to
issue a joint declaration on protecting the high seas and restoring ocean
health, under SDG 14 (Life Below Water). It concluded with the Lisbon
Declaration: "Our ocean, our future, our responsibility."

Brahma Kumaris Delegation held a Virtual Side Event 30 June 2022
"Technologies of Consciousness in Scaling Up Ocean Actions" Explored the
practical role of human consciousness in both degrading and rebuilding ocean
life, and the shifts in mindset and heart-set needed for the oceans to return to
wellness.

UNOC3, Port Lympia, Nice, France, 9-13 June 2025. Brahma Kumaris
Participation spanned activities at the conference venue, the Faith House
interfaith space, the Raja Yoga Center, and the public Green Zone (La Baleine)
Palais des Exposition. At the conference itself, the Brahma Kumaris delegation
led guided meditations at the Faith House inauguration, organized the
"Honouring and Being a True Friend to the Ocean" program, hosted a Friends of
the Ocean gathering at the Raja Yoga Center and participated in the "We Are
the Ocean" Blue March alongside ~1,000 ocean advocates along Nice's
coastline.



Brahma Kumaris are a founding member of Faith in the Ocean, an
international coalition of faith-based organizations first convened at UNOC2.
At UNOCS3, the coalition launched its formal declaration on World Water Day,
22 March 2025. By World Ocean Day, 8 June 2025, the declaration had been
endorsed by over 100 organizations and 450 individuals, representing all
major world religions and every continent except Antarctica. It was
submitted to key UN bodies, including the Executive Secretary of the
Convention on Biological Diversity.

The Faith in the Ocean also made a two-minute intervention at the plenary on
12 June 2025.

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

TheBrahmaKumarisareactive in Geneva Interfaith Forum on Climate Change,
Environment and Human Rights (GIF), a working group of faith-based NGOs
that coordinates advocacy to address climate change from a holistic, ethical,
and rights-based perspective.

2022

Joint Written Statement to 50t Session of the Human Rights Council, 23 May
2022, Item 3 - Interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on Climate
Change. Welcoming the new Special Rapporteur on the promotion and
protection of human rights in the context of climate change. Submitted by GIF

Joint Side Event: 50t Session of the Human Rights Council, 22 June 2022.
Ecumenical Center, Geneva. Sponsored by GIF

Joint Written Submission to the UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion and
protection of human rights in the context of climate change, Ms. Elisa Morgera
in response to her call for input on “Transforming Food Systems to Protect
Human Rights and Prevent Climate Harm” Submitted by The Geneva Interfaith
Forum on Climate Change, Environment and Human Rights (GIF)

2023
Joint Side Event: Online and in-person: Ecumenical Center, Geneva. “Ethical

Perspectives on COP27 and Looking Forward Towards COP28”. Organized by
GIF




Joint Oral Statement: Human Rights Council Fifty-third session, 19 June-14
July 2023. Agenda item 3. Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to
development. Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of
internally Displaced Persons, Ms. Paula Gaviria Betancur on behalf of GIF
Joint Event: June 28, 2023. “Challenges on the legal Protection of Climate-
induced displacement: Sharing Grassroots’ Perspectives”. Palais des Nation,
Geneva Sponsored by GIF

2024

Joint Written Statement 56t Session of the UN Human Rights Council, Agenda
Item 3: Annual Report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion and
protection of human rights in the context of climate change. “Welcoming the
appointment of the special rapporteur on the promotion and protection of
human rights in the context of climate change and proposals of thematic
priorities”. Submitted 24 May 2024

Joint Oral Statement: 56th Session of the UN Human Rights Council, June 2024
ITEM 3 - Interactive Dialogue with the UN Special Rapporteur on the
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Context of Climate Change.

Joint Side Event, Palais des Nations Room, 1 July, 2024. “A Human Rights and
Ethical Perspective on Non-Economic Loss and Damage (NELD) in the Context of
Climate Change”. Sponsored by GIF

Joint Event. Anniversary of the Geneva Environment Network’s 25th
Anniversary. 16 December, 2024“Faith-based Organizations Leadership in
Tackling the Triple Planetary Crisis”. Organized by (GIF)

2025

Joint Written Input for Expert Mechanism on the Right to Development
(EMRTD) study on "Climate Justice, Sustainability, and the Right to
Development”, 19 February, 2025, Submitted by: (GIF)

Cooperation with United Nations Bodies

UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM (UNEP)

Faith for Earth Coalition: 10 January 2025, Gayatri Naraine, Brahma
Kumaris Main Representative to the United Nations, NY invited to become a




member of the Interfaith Women Council of UNEP’s Faith for the Earth
Coalition.

Nominated two youth members to the Children and Youth Major Group
(UNEP CYMG):_Ms. Vini Manish Goyal and Mr. Venkata Nagasai Rithvik
Gudlavalleti, March 2024:

UNITED NATNIONS FRAMEWORK CLIMATE CHANGE CONVENTION
(UNFCCC).

Co-chair of the Interfaith Liasson Committee (ILC) to the UNFCCC Secretariat.

UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY (UNGA) - CLIMATE ACTION WEEK,
held alongside UNGA

22 September, 2025: Side Event of New York’s Climate Week “Ceremony as
Climate Action: A Spiritual Dialogue for Earth's Future”. Held at the Brahma
Kumaris Manhattan Meditation Center. Jacob Johns (Akimel O’odham / Hopi),
an international environmental systems strategist and multidisciplinary artist
and Juan Vazquez Brahma Kumaris representative to the UN. A dialogue of
spirituality and indigenous wisdom; exploring the quiet pragmatism of
spirituality when facing chaos, insecurity, and darkness.

UNITED NATIONS DEPARTMENT OF GLOBAL COMMUNICATIONS
Brahma Kumaris annually actively promote UN Environment Day (WED) in
their community and across their network.

Initiatives taken in support of SDGs

Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote
sustainable agriculture;

Sustainable Yogic Agriculture, a community-based farmer-driven
agricultural research project aimed at poverty reduction: Incorporating mind



and heart-based meditation practices that increase crop yield, nutritional
value, and support family well-being.

Goal 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy
for all. Renewable Energy.

Clean Park Solid Waste Management: Harnessing the power of biogas for
clean energy, empowering sustainable communities through effective solid
waste management, and creating green awareness for an eco-lifestyle. All
types of biodegradable waste at the Brahma Kumaris campuses in Abu Road is
segregated, transported, and processed through a biogas digester to generate
both biogas and liquid manure.

Everyday 2.0 MT of wet waste (organic waste is processed and converted into
Biogas and organic manure) Biogas in turn produces power through Biogas
Generator. Every day on avg. 150 to 200 units generated.

Everyday 2.0 MT dry waste is processed at the facility (Inorganic waste),
segregated, packed and sent for recycling.

India One: the Brahma Kumaris and the World Spiritual Trust (WRST)
designed,developed and installed “IndiaOne”,a1 MW solarthermal powerplant
inAbuRoad,Rajasthan. Thisresearch project uses the in-house developed 60m?
parabolic dish and features an innovative thermal storage for continuous
operation. "India One" generates heat and power for a campus of 25,000
people and is a milestone for decentralized clean power generation with
storage in India.

Progression of India One:

2017: 1.2 MW Solar Thermal power plant - Off-grid.

2018: 1.2 MW Solar On Grid Plant

2024: 2.0 MW Solar Off Grid Plant (out of which 1MW is in carpet Installation
and another 1 MW is elevated structure Installation)

2026: 1.1 MWhrs offgrid Li-lon Battery Bank

Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts.
Brahma Kumaris Environmental Initiative, encourages greater

understanding of the role of consciousness and lifestyle in environmental
issues, particularly climate changethroughdialogues, partnerships,local



initiatives, workshops, exhibitionsand UN conferences. The Initiative
promotes:

Sustainable Lifestyle: Adoptingaless materialisticlifestyleand increasing the use
of clean energy to save the planet's resources and bring greater well-being.
Diet:Vegetarian/Veganfood,cookedwithlove,nourishesourwholebeingand
brings inner clarity. It contributes to the health and future of the planet by
reducing our carbon footprint.

Meditation: Spending time in silent reflection or meditation helps us to
connect with our deeper values and find the strength to live by them, enabling
us to be more mindful of the impact of our choices.

Peaceful Living: Promotingandliving by the principles ofuniversal peaceto lead
to less violent conflicts and wars, thus enabling vast resources to be redirected
to creating a healthy and sustainable society.

Collaborations:

ONGOING COLLABORATIONS WITH ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORKS:

ACT alliance - https://actalliance.org

Bring Back Green Foundation - https://bringbackgreen.com

Catholic Youth Network for Environmental Sustainability Africa (CYNESA)
Children and Youth Major Group- Faith and Environment Working Group.
https://www.cymgenv.net

Enact Earth - https://enact.earth

Faith Association of the Rehabilitation of Street Children and Orphans -
https://farso.org

Faith for Earth Youth Coalition - https://faithfornature.org/the-faith-for-
earth-coalition/

Franciscans International - www.franciscansinternational.org

G20 Global Land Initiative - https://g20land.org

GreenFaith - greenfaith.org

Global Peace Initiative of Women - gpiw.org

International Youth and Student Movement for the United Nations (ISMUN)
Lutherans World Federation - https://lutheranworld.org

Project Dandelion: www.projectdandelion.com

Quaker UN Office QUNO - quno.org

Self-Employed Women's Association SEWA - www.sewa.org




Soka Gakkai International SGI - www.sokaglobal.org

Southern African Faith Communities’ Environment Institute SAFCEI -
https://safcei.org

Women, Faith and Climate Network - https://www.womenfaithclimate.org
World Council of Churches - oikoumene.org

World Renewal Spiritual Trust

Outreach Platforms:

Our NGO operates mainly in English, but as an international organization we
also operate in all six languages of the UN as well as Hindi and Telegu within
their regions.

WEBSITES OF OUR ORGANIZATION:
www.brahmakumaris.org, www.un.brahmakumaris.org,
www.eco.brahmakumaris.org

OUR SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS INCLUDE:
BKUN Facebook BKUNTwitter BKUN Instagram
BKUN YouTubeChanel

BK ECO Facebook BK ECO Twitter BK ECO Instagram

OTHER METHODS: NEWSLETTERS:
BKUN Electronic Newsletter.

Accreditation to UNEP: 2014

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Brahma Kumaris Office for the United Nations,

866 United Nations Plaza, Suite 436, New York, NY 10017
Julia Grindon-Welch; Email: bk@un.brahmakumaris.org

Contact Person: Prathiba Patel, BK Representative to UNEP:
Email: pratibha.patel@ke.brahmakumaris.org; Phone: +254734622213




