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Reclaiming Ethics in the Global Stocktake

Reflections from the Brahma Kumaris COP30 Delegation

As the world moves toward COP30 in Brazil, there is growing momentum towards a new framing within the
official agenda: the Global Ethical Stocktake. Proposed by the COP30 presidency, this initiative aims to broaden
the conversation on climate action—looking beyond emissions and finance to consider questions of justice,
equity, and shared humanity. It is a call for a deeper, more holistic accounting of where we stand and what to do.

The Brahma Kumaris delegation welcomes this direction and offers a complementary perspective rooted in
inner values, conscience, and collective well-being. Drawing on decades of spiritual practice and
engagementin the UN climate process, the delegation brings a human and ethical dimension to the discussions.

A Pause for Conscience

As the Global Ethical Stocktake asks how we assess our moral and ethical progress, the Brahma Kumaris suggest
starting with a reflection—a moment of self-checking:

e Amldoing the right thing?
o Whatis motivating this action?
e Iseveryone being considered and included?

This reflection is not a delay but a space for clarity, so that essential qualities for climate action can emerge. It
is a practice of reconnecting with conscience before making decisions that affect not just ourselves, but the
global commons and future generations.

Ethical Transparency and Inclusion

Transparency, often discussed in terms of data and reporting, must also include ethical transparency. The
deeper question becomes:

What values guide our actions, and who gets a seat at the table?

A meaningful measure might be: Has everybody concerned truly been included? Participation must go
beyond tokenism and include voices from diverse cultural, social, and spiritual traditions—including indigenous
perspectives that consider the impact of decisions seven generations ahead.

The Global Ethical Stocktake encourages this shift. It seeks to create space for reflection on the motivations
behind policy choices and the ethical consequences of business-as-usual approaches.

From Financial Growth to Regenerative Action

The Brahma Kumaris highlight the need to reconsider the current economic paradigm, which continues to
prioritize profit maximization — often at the expense of ecological balance. A truly ethical response would
recognize that endless growth is not sustainable, and instead champion regenerative models rooted in
conservation, care, and respect for natural systems.

Such a shift aligns with the inner principles practiced by the Brahma Kumaris: simplicity, sufficiency, and
respect for all forms of life. These values translate into tangible actions—such as low-consumption lifestyles,
vegetarian or plant-based diets, sustainable yogic agriculture, tree-plantation programs, and large-scale
renewable energy initiatives.



Ethics as a Compass for Climate Policy

The Global Ethical Stocktake presents an opportunity to rebalance the moral compass of global climate policy.
As part of this, the Brahma Kumaris emphasize the need to address what some have called the "compassion
deficit"- the gap between what we know we must do and what we actually do.

Ethical climate action requires more than strategies-it requires spiritual courage, inner resilience, and the
willingness to act for the collective good. Resilience, rooted in values, clarity, and conscience, enables us to
stay grounded, face uncertainty, support others in times of need, and sustain meaningful action over time.

This approach asks us to pause, reflect, and proceed with intention.
Conclusion: Measuring What Truly Matters

As COP30 draws near, we are challenged to measure not only carbon, but care; not just participation, but
presence; not only targets, but trust. The Brahma Kumaris encourage all stakeholders—governments, civil
society, and citizens—to take part in this broader, values-driven process.

The future will not be built on numbers alone—it will be built on what inspires people to act with wisdom and
care. The future we are building is not only about what we do, but about who we become in the process.
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