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Climate: With Desmond Tutu on the team, they work to get religious
managers and scientists to unite climate forces.
LIMA, PERU
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- Many scientists are pure materialists. They are only concerned with the physical aspects of the
world. It means they do not understand the spiritual side of the climate issue, says Valeriane
Bernard. She participates in the climate negotiations in Peru as representative for Brahma Kumaris,
a religious movement that wants to remedy the missing spiritual understanding of climate problems.
Tutu team. With a number of other world renowned leaders, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Professor
James Hansen and IPCC leader Rajendra Pachauri, take part in the United Planet Faith & Science
Initiative, an organization with the goal of bringing religious managers and scientists together.
The spiritually blind. During climate negotiations in Peru's capital Lima, network meetings and
stands are held, hoping to improve participants’ ethical understanding of the climate issue. Bernard
believes the reason why climate change is so difficult to stop, begins with religious leaders and
hardened scientists who often think very differently about climate. The informal networking group
sees faith and science as two of the world's most influential powers, and believes there is a huge and
untapped potential in uniting these.
- Our world is a result of interaction between both physical and the spiritual. If you just live with the
physical part, you become spiritually blind. but if we forget the spiritual aspects, we put the world
out of balance, says Bernard and shows that that is just the case with climate change.
Ethics, thanks. The Brahma Kumaris representative believes many scientists only care about the
purely physical dimension of climate change, ignoring the ethical perspective. This leads to ethics
often disappearing from climate negotiations, which are mostly based on knowledge developed by
scientists and technologists.
- How can you take the right choices for our planet, without thinking about ethics? asks Bernhard.
- Is not it challenging for you to work with non-religious, hardcore scientists?
- It is. Working with professionals in UNESCO, for example is very easy. They possess the
sociological perspective on climate and their research includes the ethical aspects. Also, the IPCC
has been taken ethics into account in its latest report.
(translation by Peter Keogh, Brahma Kumaris)

