Panel discussion: Thinking from a different mindset to face climate change
2nd June 2015, Side Event during UNFCCC in Bonn, Germany
In several ways this side event can
be described as outstanding:
Participates stated they attended,
because this side event promised to
offer perspectives on causes and
solutions that are different and new
in the conferences on climate
change – “a UNFCCC-newbie”.

Valeriane Bernard, Brahma Kumaris on Geneva, UN Representative introduced the panel, who was a
colorful mix consisting of Dr. Katie Mach, the Science Director of the IPCC Working Group II, Francois
Becher, the Coordinator of Brahma Kumaris in France, Dr. Nigel Crawhall from the International Network
of Engaged Buddhists, Golo Pilz, Renewable Energy Advisor for Brahma Kumaris, and Lindsey Fieder Cook,
the Representative on Climate Change of the Quaker UN Office in Geneva.
Each of the panelists shared insights from their work to address the climate change crisis and how it
connects to lifestyle, human behavior and current thought patterns. Dr. Katie Mach demonstrated
impressively how widespread and continental the climate as well as the socioeconomic processes are
affected. In terms of the socioeconomic processes Katie pointed out the vulnerability and exposure of
people and cities. Coming to effects on the climate she gave examples of observed impacts in the ocean
and how increasing magnitudes of warming increase the likelihood of severe and pervasive impacts. The
calculated figures of the increase of the global warming were extreme: In the next 70 years it can rise to
8.5 ⁰C. Finally Katie highlighted how limiting warming to 2 ⁰C involves substantial technological, economic
and institutional challenges.
Lindsey Fielder Cook addressed the growing fears, such as: fear
from knowledge, e.g. about the global warming, leading to ecosystem collapse; fear about our leaders who might fail to have
courage to meet their obligation to protect citizens; fear for the
poorest, that we might fail now and for all young and future
generations – in stopping what we could stop. As fear leads to
anger, resentment, self-righteousness and isolation, Lindsey
quoted from a meeting agreement by QUNO, which says that
“our faith in common humanity gives hop; love, rather than
fear, can still lead us through this crisis.”

Golo Pilz introduced India One, a huge solar power plant in
Rajasthan India, impressing through its dimension, the special
combination of highly professional technique and the power
of local workers. This project demonstrated the practical
impact of a powerful mind and a high vision going beyond the
borders of what we think is possible.

A highlight during the Q&A session was the honesty and openness with which participants expressed their
concerns during the discussion at the end. Each one of the panelists in their own empathic way were able
to calm down the concerns and fears by sharing deep spiritual practices which helped them in challenging
times. “To care is very powerful already,” Dr. Nigel Crawhall asserted and it is always best to inspire
people, rather than make them feel inadequate. Change starts with the empowerment of ourselves, in
how we choose to consume, invest and vote. We bring about transformation very simply by ‘walking the
talk’ and setting a good example.1

1) Lena Huhn, http://ehs.unu.edu/blog/opinion/experiencing-the-unfccc-june-bonn-climate-changeconference-for-the-first-time.html (25.07.2015)
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