Climate Change Conference COP23
Saturday 11th Nov 2017, Bonn, Germany
Half Way !
We are half way through the climate conference and
it's time to give a bit of background on climate change
and what has happened so far in the negotiations.
This year's COP deals with the implementation of the
Paris agreement of 2015. In the so-called rule book,
all the details of the rather general Paris agreement,
to stay below 2.0˚C or even better below 1.5˚C are
written down. All the nations have pledged their
national commitment of CO2 reduction and the issue is to get agreement on the details of how, when and the
monitoring procedures etc. All the countries of the world have signed the Paris climate accord. Mr Donald Trump of
USA wants to pull out of the agreement, he says it's a hoax. The good news is, the withdrawal comes into effect one
day after his presidency ends. Interestingly, there is a very strong presence of American states, municipalities and
corporates which already declared that they will follow the Paris agreement, no matter what Mr Trump decides to
do. In Bonn, almost 500 mayors of big cities have gathered to discuss their strategies, as 50% of the CO2 is generated
in urban areas and this population is among the most affected.
The world climate depends on intact Ice Masses, ocean circulations and ecosystems. This diagram shows that.

Trigger points in the Climate

Side event in the EU Pavilion
For the first time, the Brahma Kumaris organised a side event in the EU Pavilion - “Visionary Leadership for the
transition to clean technology”. Nadine Andrews from Lancaster University, shared her ideas about climate
psychology. The root cause of climate change is that we separate ourselves from nature; we are superior and
therefore have the right to exploit. When we suppress our feelings, we lose touch with the urgency of the crisis. A
visionary leadership has to reverse this paradigm.

Golo described Dadi Janki, leader of the BKs, who is now 102 years old. She is a visionary leader who has inspired
and guided him over the last 33 years. He said Dadi is a person who inspires newness and gives support in practical
and spiritual matters. A true visionary leader has to address the inner root cause of problems and encourage people
to change themselves first. Golo emphasized that it is important to inspire others to leadership so that good
governance and inspiration can multiply.
Stefan Mager from the German Environment ministry
shared the magic triangle for leading change.
Benedikt Hoskuldsson, Sustainable Energy for All, said, that
co-operation between public, private and civil society
sectors is now crucial. Good projects are often started by
inspirational leadership of a few people and then grow and
multiply.
Gunnar Boye Olesen, Int. Network of Sustainable Energy,
spoke about the civil society which often has front runners
and passionate leaders bringing about local change. Such
people have to be identified and supported as much as
possible.
There was an audience of around 25 people and, in the last 30 minutes, good questions came up such as:
•
•
•
•

How do we buy time?
How do we connect the business to the soft factors you are highlighting?
Such an holistic approach may create a sceptical reaction, how to overcome this?
How can we scale up the change on the inside and the outer world?

Golo meeting Upendra Tripathy, Director General, International Solar Alliance
Golo met Upendra Tripathy, the former
Secretary of the Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy, along with BK Kumar
Abhishek. Mr. Tripathy was responsible
for the support given to India One. He is
now the Director General of Indian Solar
Alliance, an organisation set up by
Narendra Modi, the Prime Minister of
India, to promote renewable energies in
India. Mr. Tripathy discussed with Golo
the progress of India One and appreciated
the presence of BK at the COP. He
promised to come to Abu for another visit.
Interfaith Press Conference
Late Saturday evening, the press conference "Changing lifestyle for a sustainable future", co-organised by Brahma
Kumaris and the World Council of Churches (WCC), took place. This year the multi-faith constituency is focusing on a
compassionate lifestyle and well-being. Rev. Henrik Grape, Church of Sweden and coordinator of the WCC Working
Group, moderated and set up the context of the press conference. He shared that growth of the multi-faith
movement is essential to reach out and protect the people of the world.
Rev.Neddy Astudillois,
GreenFaith’s Latin
American Director,
talked on how to “Walk
on Earth Gently”. This is
a multi-faith project to
inspire people to shift
to sustainable lifestyles.
Rev. James Bhagwan,
Methodist Church of
Fiji, explained that in
certain areas of the
island, it has become
impossible to grow
food, as the repeated
salt water flooding has
destroyed the soil.

Valériane, Brahma Kumaris, shared the importance of the human rights for the victims of climate change. She also
talked about non-violence, a plant based diet and a simple lifestyle. We have to understand that we are only caretakers of this planet for the next generations.
Link to the press conference:
https://unfccc.cloud.streamworld.de/webcast/brama-kumaris-world-spiritual-university-changing-

Carnival in the COP
11.11 is a very special date in the Köln region. It is the opening of the regional carnival season and is in memory of
the occupation of Germany by Napoleon in the 17th century. The carnival was the only way for the people to
express their opposition. A colourful parade of more than 140 people dressed up in 17th century uniforms entered
the COP Bonn Zone and played and danced for the slightly bewildered delegates. Many had never seen such a sight,
but as the historic background was explained and free beer was being distributed in large quantities, the crowd
acquired an atmosphere of festivity.

Climate Demonstrations in Bonn 11.11.17

Facebook interviews
Juan is doing Facebook interviews, please follow them on…
facebook.com/bkenvironmentinitiative/

eco.brahmakumaris.org

twitter.com/ecobrahmakumari

