
Brahma Kumaris  COP 23 Delegation November 2017 

 Consciousness and Climate Change 

www.eco.brahmakumaris.org 1 

  
Sister Jayanti Kirpalani, UK 
Main representative of the Brahma Kumaris to UN, Geneva. 
Director for Brahma Kumaris in Europe and the Middle East.  
For over 45 years, Sister Jayanti has been an emissary for peace with a vision and 
experience that is truly spiritual and global. She travels the world as a keenly sought-after 
speaker and broadcaster who sees erosion of spiritual values being at the heart of the 
humanity’s present dilemmas. Since 2009, she has led the Brahma Kumaris delegation to 
the UN Climate Change Conferences and spoken internationally about the spiritual 
perspectives relevant to climate change. She advocates the need to return to spiritual 
love and respect—for the self, for all human beings, for all life forms and nature.  She 
believes this love and respect should sit at the foundation of our lives. 
http://bkjayanti.org/ 
 

Golo J. Pilz, Germany/India 
Advisor to Brahma Kumaris on Renewable Energy  
Head of India-One Solar project 
Golo was born in Germany and has studied Raja Yoga meditation since 1984.   He lives at 
the BK headquarters in Mount Abu, India most of the year. Since 1993, he has played a 
key role in establishing the Brahma Kumaris as one of the major users of renewable 
energies in India.  Presently, Golo is directing the construction of India One, a 1MW solar 
thermal power plant. This is an innovative R&D project jointly sponsored by the German 
(BMUB/GIZ) and Indian Governments (MNRE). Golo advocates sustainable solutions 
through an ethical and value-based approach.  He is an experienced presenter and 
participates regularly in UN Climate Conferences. 
 

  

Juan J. Vazquez Milling, Canada 
NGO Youth Representative, Brahma Kumaris at the United Nations 
Juan is a professional Homeopath and Naturopath. He has taken part in the last four 
UN Conferences on Climate Change as well as the RIO+20 Conference on Sustainable 
Development. Juan has a genuine and deep interest in the link between spirituality 
and the environment, and likes to share it with others. This interest inspired him to 
create several green and youth programs with a spiritual perspective such as Eco 
Shanti and Om Café. He is a Climate Reality Leader for the Climate Reality project and 
he is on the Advisory Committee for the next Conference of Youth COY13.  

 
 

 
Marion Gopi Mews, Germany 
Brahma Kumaris Environment Initiative Cologne/Bonn 
Growing up in a big family near Cologne, Marion learnt to take care of others and the 
environment, and later engaged in the peace movement and Amnesty International.  
After visiting India in 1979 for several months, she returned with the thought that 
something had to change in her life.  She started Raja Yoga Meditation in 1982 and 
realized she had found the means to bring about change in herself.  She has been 
working in the Higher Regional Court of Cologne for many years, as well as engaging 
in the Raja Yoga Centre activities and the environment initiative.   
 
 

http://bkjayanti.org/
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 Sonja Ohlsson, Denmark 
Designated Contact Point to the UNFCCC 
International Coordinator, Brahma Kumaris Environment Initiative 
Sonja Ohlsson is the national coordinator of Brahma Kumaris in Denmark and has 
practised Raja Yoga meditation since 1986. She is a meditation teacher with the Prison 
and Probation service in Copenhagen. In 2009 she was instrumental in developing the 
BK Environment Initiative in order to meet the need for a higher environmental 
awareness within the BK community and to add the inner dimension to the discussions 
at the UN climate change and biodiversity conferences. 
 
 
 

Valériane Bernard, Switzerland 
NGO Representative of the Brahma Kumaris to UN, Geneva 
Valériane is the coordinator of the Brahma Kumaris (BK) centre in Geneva. She has been 
actively involved in the ecological movement since Rio 1992, promoting sustainable 
development and raising public awareness about the forces that drive climate change.  
She creates tools to lift awareness to advance the standing of women, promote fair 
relationships with our environment, resolve workplace disharmony and through 
interfaith gatherings, broaden cultural understanding.  She has made her home in six 
countries, including Costa Rica, France, and Chile and continues to build bridges of 
understanding between cultures. 
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Brigitte Lörcher, Germany - Bremen 
Brahma Kumaris center coordinator 
 
Brigitte is a retired teacher and has coordinated a BK centre for over 15 years as well 
as the “Living Values” project in Germany.   She encouraged reflection on 
environmental issues in several school projects (“We are the change”, “Manifesto 
2000”, and “Trialog”) and in BK/Living Values activities.  Her upbringing in a family of 
14 children gave her a natural sense of sharing and caring. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Carolin Fraude, Germany - Berlin 
Brahma Kumaris Environment Initiative 
Carolin holds a Diploma in Educational Science and worked in EU projects to develop 
informal learning arrangements.  She has been practicing Raja Yoga meditation since 1998 
and coordinates BK activities nationally and locally in Hamburg and Berlin.  Since 2013 she 
has been part of delegations to UN conferences at the Commission on the Status of 
Women and UNFCCC.  Carolin explores the process of transformation towards 
sustainability.  She brings together stakeholders of science, politics, social 
entrepreneurship, and spirituality to further the understanding of these processes. 
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Dagmar Ringhandt , Germany - Bonn 
 

Dagmar has practiced Raja Yoga for 18 years.  She is an Indologist, social therapist, and 
a political editor for the "Deutsche Welle" in Bonn for 25 years.  She co-established the 
German Community for Stress Diagnosis and Prevention.  Dagmar is interested in 
indigenous people and their intrinsic understanding of sustainability, and giving voice 
to this in international forums. 

 
 
 
 
Hilde Wich, Germany - Munich 
 
Hilde is a law professional who specializes in city planning.  She has a longstanding 
interest in environmental issues and puts this into practise in her daily life by 
recycling, preserving resources, and following a vegetarian (and later vegan) diet for 
over 20 years.  Her special interest during this conference is harmonising different 
opinions to reach a positive outcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Klaus Peter Hankel, Germany/India 
Engineer and Entrepreneur for Renewable Energy and 
Organic Waste Management  

Klaus Peter is an engineer who was involved early on in developing biogas to energy 
generation.  He began practising Raja Yoga meditation in 2001, stayed frequently at 
the BK headquarters in Mount Abu, India and became aware of the need for 
renewable energy projects in India. In 2009 he initiated the development of industrial 
scale biogas plants with the target of organic waste conversion to power, heat, fuel 
and fertilizer.  He spends most of his time in India where he joins the team of the BK 
solar thermal power plant whenever he can. 
 

 
 
 
Dr. Almut Veidt, Germany - Berlin 
Almut grew up in a small German town, where she enjoyed gardening and playing in 
nature, and later studied pedagogy (teacher training and education science) with a focus 
on health education and more recently the environment. She has been practising Raja 
Yoga meditation for more than 30 years.  Her focus during the conference will be 
environmental projects with young adults. 
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Dr. Thorsten Ludwig, Germany 
Coordinator of Brahma Kumaris Berlin 
Senior Scientist in Energy and Consciousness research 

Dr. Thorsten Ludwig is a physicist who co-founded the Berlin Institute of Innovative 
Energy and Propulsion Technologies, and the Institute of Applied Consciousness 
Research (studying mind/matter interactions and the power of human intention).  He 
has been practicing Raja Yoga Meditation since 1993 and has taken part in solar 
projects at the BK headquarters.  Thorsten loves our planet, its people and all living 
beings and wants to help everything turn out for the better.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


