
Big Lemon goes solar electric 

The Big Lemon bus company in Brighton decided 

to change their buses from running on reclaimed 

cooking oils to running on Solar power.  The first 

of the three buses has now been commissioned 

into service.  Mr Oshik Romem whose company 

was one of the sponsors of the project and a close 

contact of Brahma Kumaris was able to name the 

bus; all Brighton buses have names usually of 

famous people, and he chose ‘Om Shanti’, which 
means ‘I am peace’.   

The buses are battery driven and take their energy 

from the solar panels on the roof-top of their depot.  

In the summer, the panels generate enough 

electricity to power the buses and to return some 

to the national grid.  In winter, some power will 

need to be drawn from the grid.   The buses have a 

range of about 100 miles on a full charge, more 

than enough for their daily duty cycle.  It takes 

about 6 hours to charge the batteries so it can 

easily be done overnight. 

The company takes much pride that the buses 

have zero emissions.  It is a significant 

contribution to the environment. 

The company chairman feels that running the 

buses via solar power will prove to be financially 

viable and he expects others round the country to 

follow their example. 
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